The following are excerpts of the Town Charter that describes the powers and procedures

in the budget referendum process.  Highlighted in bold print you can follow the procedures that conflict with the general concept of “ majority rule” . The Town of Farmington needs to address and change the Town Charter to encompass this concept.

Please read “Comments” following:

§ C9-4. Power and duties of Council and Town Meeting on budget; budget referendum.

A. The Council shall consider the estimates of revenues and expenditures and

recommendations of the Town Manager of the amounts to be appropriated and shall

prepare a proposed budget. The Council shall cause sufficient copies thereof to be made

available to the public during business hours in the offices of the To w n Clerk and Town

Manager at least five days before the day on which it shall hold a public hearing on said

proposed budget, which hearing shall be held not later than 14 days before the Annual

Town Meeting. The Council shall thereafter prepare its recommended budget, which shall

comply with the standards or requirements of the State Ta x Department, and shall cause

sufficient copies of such recommended budget to be made available for general distribution

in the offices of the Town Clerk and the Town Manager. The Council shall present such

recommended budget to the Annual Town Meeting.

B. The Annual Town Meeting shall review the recommended budget submitted by the

Council. Action on proposed amendments to the recommended budget shall be by voice

vote or other means which the moderator deems appropriate unless a secret ballot is

approved by a majority of those voting at the Annual Town Meeting. The Annual Town (1)

Meeting may increase or decrease the amount of any appropriation in the recommended

budget and may authorize an appropriation that is not in the recommended budget. Any

increase, decrease, or addition of an appropriation that is not in the recommended budget

shall require the affirmative vote of at least a two-thirds majority of the voters voting on

such item, provided that there are at least 300 voters voting on such item.

A vote pursuant to the preceding paragraph shall be sufficient to increase or decrease the

total amount of the General Government budget or the Town Board of Education budget,

or to authorize an appropriation which is not in the recommended budget. Additionally, a

vote pursuant to the preceding paragraph shall recommend the amounts by which one or

more specific appropriations, identified by account number or similar designation, may be

increased or decreased to equal the total amount of the increase or decrease so authorized.

The recommended budget reflecting any such increases, decreases or addition of an

appropriation that is not in the recommended budget, shall be submitted to a referendum of

the voters of the Town in accordance with the provisions of Subsection C.

C. Unless rejected by a majority of those voting at a referendum of those persons entitled to

vote in Town Meetings, at which referendum the number of those voting equals at least

15% of the number of registered electors of the Town as determined from the latest official

list of the Registrars of Vo ters, the recommended budget as presented by the Council to the

Annual Town Meeting (with any increases, decreases, or addition of an appropriation that

is not in the recommended budget approved at such Annual Town Meeting), shall become

effective at the conclusion of the referendum. The referendum shall be held between the

hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the 10th day after the Annual Town Meeting. Notice
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of the referendum shall be included in the notice of the Annual Town Meeting, which

notice shall be published and posted in accordance with the provisions of Section 7-3 of

the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended.

D. If the recommended budget is rejected at the budget referendum pursuant to Subsection C,

the Council shall meet and shall submit a second recommended budget to a new Town

Meeting to be held not later than the second Monday of May (the “Second Town

Meeting”). The second recommended budget shall be lower than the budget rejected at the

referendum held pursuant to Subsection C.  (2)

E. The Second Town Meeting shall review the second recommended budget submitted by the Council. The Second Town Meeting shall have the authority to increase or decrease the

amount of any appropriation in the second recommended budget, to authorize an (3)

appropriation which is not in the second recommended budget, and to make

recommendations as to specific appropriations. All actions by the Second Town Meeting

under this section shall require the same vote and shall be under the same terms and

conditions as those which apply to the Annual Town Meeting in Subsection B. (4)

The second recommended budget, reflecting any such increases, decreases or addition of

an appropriation that is not in the second recommended budget, shall be submitted to a

second referendum of voters in accordance with Subsection F.

F. Unless rejected by a majority of those voting at a referendum of those persons entitled to

vote in Town Meetings, at which referendum the number of those voting equals at least

15% of the number of registered electors of the Town as determined from the latest official

list of the Registrars of Vo ters, the second recommended budget as presented by the

Council to the Second Town Meeting (with any increases, decreases, or addition of an

appropriation that is not in the second recommended budget approved at the Second Town

Meeting), shall become effective at the conclusion of the referendum. The referendum

shall be held between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the 10th day after the

Second Town Meeting. Notice of the referendum shall be included in the notice of the

Second Town Meeting, which notice shall be published and posted in accordance with the

provisions of Section 7-3 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as

amended.

G. If the second recommended budget is rejected at the referendum held in accordance with

Subsection F, the Council shall thereafter meet and shall adopt a budget for the upcoming

fiscal year which shall be lower than the second recommended budget  ( 5) (with such

increases, decreases, or addition of an appropriation that is not in the second recommended

budget approved at the Second Town Meeting) which was rejected at the second

referendum.

H. Each recommended budget shall be submitted to the voters as a single question in

connection with any referendum held pursuant to this section

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Comments:   (refer to the bold statements in charter – indexed by 1,2,3,4,5 )

The Town Charter C 9-4 subsection E is contradictory to subsection D. Subsection D says, “the second recommended budget shall be lower than the budget rejected at the referendum. (2)
Subsection B is justified in an initial budget process when people can voice a need to increase or reduce the budget.. (1) This procedure is not valid once the town referendum is held. The vote of 1,343 in favor and 1,722 against in the town referendum said the budget was not acceptable.) A rejection of the town budget must be interpreted as a need to reduce expenditures.  The perceived need to increase certain expenditures was addressed before the town vote at the initial Town meeting on the budget (1).   Any procedure that will effectively change the result of the Town referendum by a group of 300 people just cannot be tolerated.

The Town Charter, however, currently does allows any special interest group that can “gather” 300 people to attend the second Town Council meeting on the budget, after the town referendum, and negate the vote/town referendum. (3)(4)
The budget 1,722 town voters rejected turned out to be a rejection of the Town referendum by 500 hundred people.  Not only this, but these five hundred people also managed to increase the budget? (3) (4) The Town Council accepted this vote with the comment “we thought “everyone” wanted a budget reduction not this increase in the budget.”  This “ everyone “is the five hundred people that attended the meeting.  This “everyone” was known to be called and told that if they did not attend this meeting the school budget would be reduced.  Everyone knew what was going on.  The Town Council knew what was going on.  The Town Charter needs to be changed.

In the Town of Farmington, even when a second referendum defeated the budget again, the vote was dismissed.  Your vote was not heard.  The Town Council reduced the budget some .44% (From a 5.4% increase to a 4.96% increase). (5) This is after an increase of some $100,000 put into the budget after the first budget defeat.  Out of a budget of $76,643,546 the Town Council reduced it some $323,460 (less than ½ of 1% - .44%).  Your vote was ignored. The Town Charter needs to be changed.

We need to make changes, but it can only be done by the voters.  With over 14,000 registered voters, we must get more than 3,000 people to participate and vote.  People in Farmington need to participate.

Update  March 20, 2006: 

The Farmington Town Council and the School Board is still ignoring the majority of the Town voters.  The Town Charter needs to be revised to incorporate the “majority rule” process.  A defeat of the Town budget this year will mean nothing because the same process and results witnessed last year will happen again.  The Board of Education and PTA will  “take over” the second Town meeting  (If the budget referendum results in a defeat).  The cries for more spending, higher taxes will be heard.  If a second Town referendum is defeated, The Town Council will “end up” reducing the budget by another .5%.  This process needs to be stopped.

The Taxpayer’s Association has presented two separate documents to the Town Council that would reflect but a 3% increase in the budget.  They make sense, and they would work (see budget page).   Upon the first defeat of the budget, the Town Council needs to reflect a reduction.

 Upon a second defeat of the budget, the budget should reflect no more than a 2.5% increase in budget items The fact that the Town Council doesn’t seem to know what a budget reduction is means they must be told.  Leaving a decision up to the Council means a .5% reduction (as it was last year).  A $405,000 budget reduction on an $81,000,000 just doesn’t reflect what is needed.  There needs to be change
